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2013 Perennial Plant of the Year:
Polygonatum odoratum ‘Variegatum’
Polygonatum odoratum ‘Variegatum’ grows 45 to 60 cm tall and will spread by
rhizomes to form colonies. The oval shaped leaves are carried on upright, arching,
and unbranched stems. The variegated leaves are a light green with white tips and
margins. Leaves turn an attractive yellow in the autumn. Pairs of small, bell-shaped
white flowers with green tips are borne on short pedicels from the leaf axils
underneath the arching stems. The flowers are present in late spring and are
sweetly fragrant. Bluish-black berries are sometimes present in the autumn.
Variegated Solomon’s seal is a classic beauty for the shady woodland garden or the
part-shade to full shade border. It is a great companion plant to other shade lovers
including hostas, ferns, and astilbes. The sweetly fragrant flowers will enhance that
walk along a pathway on a spring morning. Flower arrangers will find the
variegated foliage to be an attribute for spring floral arrangements. And finally, this
all season perennial offers yellow fall foliage colour.
Light - Variegated Solomon’s seal performs well in part to full shade conditions.
Soil - Variegated Solomon’s seal prefers moist, well-drained soil.
Uses - This perennial offers vivid highlights in shaded areas of borders, woodland gardens, or naturalized areas. The
variegated foliage is attractive in flower arrangements.
Unique Qualities - Polygonatum odoratum ‘Variegatum’ has arching stems, which carry pairs of small, bell-shaped white
flowers in mid to late spring. Variegated ovate leaves are soft green with white tips and margins. Fall leaf color is yellow.
Maintenance - There are no serious insect or disease problems with variegated Solomon’s seal. Plants may be divided in
the spring or fall. The white rhizomes should be planted just below the soil surface. It is a very easy perennial to grow and
will enhance any shade area.
Hardiness - Zones 3 to 8
Photos by Steven Still/Perennial Plant Association
Reprinted with permission

Planning on Attending the 2013 OHA Convention in Thunder Bay, July 19-21?
Reserve your room at the Valhalla Inn. State that you are booking a room for the Horticultural Convention or OHA
Convention to ensure that you are charged the guaranteed rate of $119.00. Individuals making their reservations should
contact the Valhalla Inn at 1-800-964-1121 or (807) 577-1121 or by fax (807) 475-7922 or e-mail at
reservations@valhallainn.com The Valhalla Inn will honor reservations received before the cut-off date of Monday, June
17, 2013. Please quote booking number 801257.

If you want to be on site for all the Convention happenings, be sure to book your room(s) at the Valhalla
Inn as soon as possible as they will go quickly. Check all convention details at www.gardenontario.org

Dates to Remember
Feb. 13 - Ash Wednesday

General Meeting
Sunday, February 24
at CNIB

Feb. 18 - Family Day (Civic Holiday)
Feb. 24 - General Meeting at CNIB
Mar. 3 - Seedy Sunday
Mar. 5 - Board Meeting 7pm
Mar.20 - Spring Equinox

Presentation by Carla Sorensen
“A Visit to the Keukenhof Gardens”
Doors open at 1:15 pm...meetingat 2:00 pm
(Thank you to the ladies who brought baking
last month)

Introducing the Guest Speaker

Mar.24 - General Meeting at CNIB
Carla was a resident of Thompson, Manitoba (which is
north of the 55th parallel) before moving here in 2001.
She managed to make the best of her time in Thompson's
Zone 0. Gardens there had "some" limits, any plant
requiring more than 60 frost-free days to mature was just
not on the list. After moving to her country property
here, she realized that, in this zone, crocuses are up in
late March. Carla has spent the last ten years working on
extensive landscaping - both hard and soft - on their fiveacre property. Officially retired from teaching in 2008,
the last few beds were created and planted a few years
ago, but now, as any true gardener will say, "A garden
is never done, as areas are rethought and tweaked as
necessary."
Carla will be presenting a photo collage of her visit to
Keukenhof, (left) situated near Lisse, Netherlands,
southwest of Amsterdam. Also known as the Garden of
Europe, Keukenhof has been the world's largest flower
garden for over fifty years. Approximately seven million
bulbs are planted annually in the park, covering an area
of 32 hectares (79 acres). The right words to describe
the beauty of the gardens are hard to find, and Carla is
hoping her pictures will do Keukenhof justice, give us
that first taste of spring, and inspire us all in our future
bulb plantings.

On the cover: Teachers and students of École St-Joseph sent this message with a Christmas card.
“We all know that the Christmas season is one of giving and that the gift of Christmas is a precious
reminder that we are loved. We wish to thank you for the precious gift you have given us this year.
Your contribution to our regreening efforts has touched our hearts and has given us hope of a
healthier and greener tomorrow. In return, we wish you the gift of love, the gift of peace, and the
gift of happiness... May these be yours at Christmas and throughout the new year !”

Welcome to our New
Board Members
At the meeting in January,
our new Vice-President
Theresa Cullum introduced
new board members,
Cynthia Barnes (right),
Steve McCall (below), and
Barb Knuff.

Margaret Vivyurka,
our OHA District 13
Assistant Director
made the trip from
Elliot Lake to install
all the Directors to a
new term of office.
(Below)

Southview Greenhouse Growers
BEDDING PLANTS - GERANIUMS - PERENNIALS
TREES - SHRUBS - FALL MUMS

Joe Reid
2500 Southview Drive
Sudbury, ON P3E 4M9

Tel: (705) 522-4769
Fax: (705) 522-0205

Master Gardener
Conference
You might be a REDNECK gardener if:
- you cut the grass and find the missing wheelbarrow
- you think a chainsaw is a musical instrument
- a half moon reminds you of your fat husband pulling
weeds
- you can amuse yourself for more than an hour with a
garden hose !

All gardening enthusiasts are
welcome to register for the
first Canadian Master Gardener Conference
April 5 - 7 at the Deerhurst Resort in Huntsville.
Visit the website for details and registration
forms.
www.mgoinationalconference.ca

Rain Gardens and Rain Barrels
-beautiful gardens that help keep our lakes and waterways clean and healthy.
What is a rain garden? Quite simply, it is a garden bed designed to receive storm water run-off, which is then
absorbed into the ground. For example, a common location would be in a depression at the end of a down-spout.
There is a wide range of appropriate plant selection and design to meet your own personal tastes and garden
conditions.
Why should you plant one? It helps keep our lakes and waterways clean and healthy, and helps to prevent
flooding. By directing storm water to a rain garden instead of straight into the storm drain, you will reduce the
amount of storm water rushing into the storm water pipes, reducing the risk of flooding and other problems for
you and your neighbours.
Stormwater adds contaminants to our lakes and raises lake water temperature, which contribute to poor water
quality and problems such as blue-green algae blooms. Rain gardens filter and cool stormwater. The result is not
only less stormwater, but cleaner stormwater.

How do you plan your rain garden? Rain gardens can be quite simple to plan and implement. The amount
of planning required will depend on the amount of water the garden is expected to handle, and your garden
conditions. A simple guide can be found at: http://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/co/maho/la/la_005.cfm, or requested
free of charge from the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (1 800 668-2642; request "Rain Gardens:
Improve Stormwater Management in Your Yard").

What else can you do in your garden to help keep our lakes and waterways clean and healthy? There
are many other ways you can reduce stormwater run-off from your yard and driveway. One of the simplest is to
install rain barrels to collect rainwater. This is also a great way to save on your water bill! Another important
thing you can do is to reduce the amount of impermeable surfaces in your yard. For example, instead of paving
an area, you could use mulch, or permeable paving stones. Trees can absorb a lot of water, so planting trees is
another recognized way to reduce stormwater run-off.
Submitted by Naomi Grant
The Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury thanks the Sudbury Horticultural Society for joining us in our 'rain gardens
and rain barrels' project.
The Junction Creek Restoration Committee will be taking orders for inexpensive rain barrels at the
Sudbury Gardening Festival on Saturday, May 25. They will be available for pick-up on June 2, during
their Trout Release event.

Seedy Sunday Event - March 3
at the Parkside Centre, 140 Durham St. 10 am to 2 pm

Please join us for the 4th Annual Seedy Sunday event being hosted by Eat
Local Sudbury Cooperative. Seedy Sunday gives both beginner and seasoned
gardeners a chance to swap seeds, which is one of the highlights of the event.
People can also buy seeds (and other items) from various vendors, listen to
presentations on a number of gardening/food security related topics, and get
their kids involved in activities in the Kid's Corner. Refreshments will be
available on-site and street parking is free.

