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Ask the Master
Gardeners

Whitewater Greenhouses
& Yard Art Centre
Thurs. - Fri. 9am - 9pm
Sat. - Sun. 9am - 5pm

Question:
I have a mugo pine which is about four years old
now. I would like to keep it low and compact.
How do I do this?

off Montee Principal
Azilda, ON
(705) 983-0514
nicrog51@vianet.ca

Topiary, Weeping Trees
large assortment of
Perennials, Annuals
Vegetables and Shrubs

Answer:
The method of containing growth on mugo pines is
quite simple. In the spring you will see new growth
taking place on the ends of the branches in the form of
tightly bundled fresh needles. These are commonly
called candles. These candles should be cut back with a
sharp pair of pruning shears when they are about three
or four inches long. Prune them back two thirds or
down to one inch. This slows the vertical growth of
your pine and you should be able to keep your pine to
a reasonable size for a number of years. Cut the candles
before they start to open - otherwise it will be too late.
Linda Hugli
Master Gardener
You can also visit the Sudbury Master Gardeners web
site: www.mgsudbury.mgoi.ca or the Master
Gardeners of Ontario web site: www.mgoi.ca to ask
your gardening questions.

Gaywing
Garth Wunsch sent me his photo of the Gaywing
(Polygala paucifolia) that was mentioned in Dr.
Stephen Monet’s presentation at the last general
meeting. Also called Flowering Wintergreen, it
inhabits moist woodlands.

Oooops !

Oooops !

My apologies to Camilla Yahnke for omitting her
name from the Yearbook Committee (in the yearbook).
Camilla helped us find new and challenging classes in
Floral Design for our shows

More apologies...to John Nagusanti who I
misnamed in the yearbook on the page of last year’s
speakers.
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General Meeting
Sunday, February 28, at CNIB
Enjoy coffee and treats from 1:15.
Browse through new selection of magazines
and white elephant items.
Guest Speaker at 2:00 pm
Jean Narozanski
“A Passion For Perennials”

Canada Blooms

The deadline fast approaches !
If you plan to attend,
Please call Claire (524-0670)
by February 15.
Ask a friend to join you !
We would not like to cancel
this annual trip.
Payment can be made by mail.

________________________________

Committee Chairs
Introducing the Guest Speaker
Pepper Point is a tiny peninsula on the south side of
Sheguinda Bay on Manitoulin Island. There, on a unique 1.5
acre of land, is the home of Pepper Point Garden. It is owned
by Jean and John Narozanski who welcomed our bus tour last
summer.
Jean will be speaking about her passion for perennials
at our February general meeting. She is a horticulturist by
profession, but like most, had little time to develop her own
garden until she retired. Her husband John has been a willing
and enthusiastic helper and advisor as the garden “grew”.

The following are the members that chair
committees or events:
Advertising - Wayne Hugli
Bus Trip - Canada Blooms - Claire Liinamaa
- Toronto & RBG - Wayne Hugli
Centennial Events - Wayne Hugli
Compassionate - Tina Hansen
Convention 2011 - Hermina Hubert
CNIB Gardens - Madeleine Genier
John Street Park - Madeleine & Wayne
Membership - Claire Liinamaa
Newsletter - Hermina Hubert
Open Garden Weekend - Hermina Hubert
Photography - Lisa Robinson
Plant Sales - Pat O’Grady
Programming - Pat O’Grady
Publicity - Linda Hugli
Web Site - Linda Hugli, Colette Ilnitski
Yearbook - Hermina Hubert

Show Convenors

Southview Greenhouse Growers
BEDDING PLANTS - GERANIUMS - PERENNIALS
TREES - SHRUBS - FALL MUMS

Joe Reid
2500 Southview Drive
Sudbury, ON. P3E 4M9

Tel: (705) 522-4769
Fax: (705) 522-

African Violet Show - Hermina Hubert
Rose Show - Linda Hugli
Autumn Show - Carol Skanes
October Show - Aline Dupont
Christmas Show - Hermina Hubert
If you have questions, or are entering the
Creative Design classes, please call the show
convenor.
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THE FINE ART OF SEED
SWAPPING - by Suzanne Hanna
Every January and February my dining room table
becomes a makeshift seed library. Scattered across its
gleaming surface are various seed exchange directories, my
favourite Canadian and American glossy seed catalogues,
a stack of empty coin envelopes and, of course, my ever
increasing collection of seed packets that I have amassed
over the years. Midwinter is the best time to sort through
my leftover seeds and take stock of
my horticultural wealth, so to speak.
A member of Seeds of Diversity Canada
(www.seeds.ca ), I have been saving seeds for the past ten
years or so ever since I became aware of the need to help
“conserve the gene pool of traditional Canadian plants” those open pollinated varieties that huge multinational
companies such as Monsanto have not been able to snap up
as of yet. With most of the world’s entire seed market in
the control of just three companies, it is imperative for
gardeners like you and me to become engaged in the
process and ensure that those strains that have become
adapted to our local growing conditions do not die out
and fade into history.
To that end, I have made it a point to participate in
seed exchanges with various plant societies that are
committed to the preservation of heirloom seeds which are
“the ones that gardeners before us chose to grow for their
vigour, delightful flavour, ruggedness and ability to grow
from seed.” Because they are open pollinated, they bear
offspring that are similar or identical to their parents unlike
hybrids which do not.
If you have never swapped seeds before, the
process is fairly simple. Look through your leftover or
unopened seed packets or jars of flower or vegetable seed
you collected last year and choose your freshest seed.
Invest in some paper coin envelopes which are small and
leak proof and put about 20-25 seeds in each, ...or a
pinch...depending on the size of the seed. Add a blank label
and using a waterproof pen or Sharpie, print the name of
the plant, the variety, the number of seeds enclosed and the
date stored on the front. If you wish to add a description,
specific growing instructions or additional notes, add this
info to another label and place on the back of the envelope.
If there is room, I sometimes clip out a picture from a
catalogue and paste it on as well.
Don’t forget that for seeds to maintain good
germination rates, they need to be stored in a cool, dry, and
dark location which may be a basement cold room or the
crisper drawer in your fridge. Place your labelled seed

envelopes inside a wide mouth glass jar along with
a silica gel packet or a pouch of powdered milk
(fashion one from a coffee filter or Kleenex and an
elastic band) to keep the seeds dry and then seal
the jar tightly. You are now ready to participate.
You are not obliged to reciprocate with an
offer of seeds for the ones you want but remember
that you will be expected to re-offer any seeds you
do get from other members the following year,
barring unforeseen circumstances. As Seeds of
Diversity points out in their directory, “This is not
a seed catalogue—it is a preservation tool.”

Pattern for Seed Envelope
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Sudbury Food Connections Network
brings you a Sudbury first !

Join us for a seed exchange, presentations, local food vendors,
& children’s activities.

Sunday, February 21 ... 10:00 am to 3:30 pm
Market Square, Elm Street
Bring your seeds...10:00 am - 10:30 am
10:30 am - 11:30 am

Organizing and packaging
Seed Exchange

Presenters ...11:30 am - Opening Remarks, Suzanne Hanna, Director OHA
11:45 am - Enzo Floreani - “Growing from a Seed”
12:15 pm - Dr.Stephen Monet - “Sudbury’s Biodiversity Action Plan”
12:45 pm - Dr.David Pearson - “Our Changing Climate”
1:15 pm - Doug Tompsett - “Bee Keeping in Sudbury”
1:45 pm - Ron Lewis - “Northern Gardening Secrets”
Non-perishable food donation accepted at the door.

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 21 - Seedy Sunday at Market
Square
February 28 - General Meeting at CNIB
with guest speaker:
Jean Narozanski
March 2 - Executive Meeting
March 6 - Advisory Council Meeting

Toronto Botanical Garden
and
Royal Botanical Garden
Bus Trip in July
There are still a few seats available for
purchase at $210.00. For those people who
have already reserved a seat on the bus,
you must make your final payment of
$200.00 to Wayne before the end of
February. Cheques can be mailed to Wayne
at 181 Garson-Coniston Road, Garson ON
P3L 1G3.

Humber Nurseries
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have once again extended their
“Exclusive Perennial Coupon”
to members of Horticultural Societies and Garden Clubs
of Ontario, offering a 30% discount that can be used
on any day during 2010.
Clip the coupon below if needed.

Tree trunks and roots come
in all shapes.

...walking down a hill
and a camel’s hoof...
(Photos by Hermina)

Native Plants
Jenny Fortier (pictured above) is a
staff scientist at Science North. She
spoke at our last general meeting
about a workshop at Science North
involving native plants. If you are
interested in attending or wish
further information, please contact
her at fortier@sciencenorth.ca

