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Fall Plant Sale
If you have plants to offer for the fall
plant sale, Saturday, Sept.11, please
bring them to Corona Skakoon’s home
Friday morning, Sept.10 or (if they are
potted and labeled) to Market Square
early Sat. morning. Sale begins at 8:30am
and lasts until all plants are gone.
Contact Pat O’Grady (692-9170) for
more information.

Above:
Claire Liinamaa’s Tree
Peony, photographed by
Carol Skanes.

Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury
Photo Contest
Send us your local photos of:
a) Natural Beauty: green spaces, wildlife, wetlands,
hilltop views - there is no shortage of natural beauty in
Greater Sudbury. Share your favourite shots !
b) Community Revitalization: a new park, a
beautification project, tree planting, a neighbourhood clean-up, a community art project - send us
your pictures of how our community is being
revitalized !
c) Where you want change: an eyesore, a street
corner desperately needing a crosswalk, a missing
bike lane, an abandoned lot with untapped potential,
a site of environmental concern - show us the places
where you'd like to see change, and tell us your
vision of how to make it better !
d) Your favourite quirky spots: Show us your
personal landmarks, the neighbourhood places that
have meaning to you, the thing that makes you smile
every time you see it, the special sight that gives
your neighbourhood character.

e) Going Green: Have you joined a community
garden, installed a solar heater, replaced your lawn
with native plants and installed a rain barrel, left
your car behind ? Show off how you and/or your
neighbours have gone green !
Send us your photographs along with your name and
a short description to sudburypics@hotmail.com

Deadline is September 30, 2010.
All submissions will be recognized on:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/coalitionsudbury/

Prizes will be awarded in each category.

The Hosta “Empress Wu”
I can see why this hosta might be the hottest hosta
ever and has been so hard to find nationwide this
past year. It is reportedly over 4 feet tall at maturity
- the largest hosta ever! The leaves are so thick that
they almost feel like two pieces of manila file folder
paper glued together. The colour is a beautiful
blue/green with deep veins. Hosta 'Empress Wu' will
make a great specimen hosta (stand-alone) or
background plant, will fill trouble spots and reduce
lawn mowing. Richard and Helen Toivonen will be
enjoying one in their garden next summer. You can
find pictures at www.hostalibrary.com under
'Empress Wu.'
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Dates to Remember
Sept. 7 - Executive Meeting, 7:00 pm
at Red Oak Villa
Sept. 11 - Fall Plant Sale, Market
Square, Sudbury
Sept. 18 - Fall Plant Sale at Espanola
Recreation Complex ...9-12
Sept. 26 - Autumn Show & General
Meeting at CNIB
Oct. 5 - Executive Meeting at Red
Oak Villa, 7:00 pm
Oct. 10 - Elliot Lake Flower Show
Oct. 31 - Harvest (pumpkin) Show
& General Meeting at CNIB

GARDENING VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED IN MID SEPTEMBER
During the week of September 13th to 17th the students at
Ecole Catholique Felix Ricard on Lasalle Boulevard will be
working on a major regreening project at their school. As the
winner of the Ugliest Schoolyard Contest for 2010, this
school will be developing a small park in the playground at the
back of the school.
In August, 12 large trees were planted by Botanix Azilda
Greenhouses and topsoil donated by Vale was spread to in
preparation for sod laying in September. Several gardens and
planters will be constructed in this park as well. We are
seeking volunteers from the Horticultural Society who would
be willing to donate a few hours of their time to assist
students and parent volunteers with the planting of smaller
trees, shrubs and perennials or to help the students as they lay
sod.
To complete the area, picnic tables, benches and large stones
will be added to provide students and teachers with an
outdoor teaching area and seating.
If you are interested in helping out with this exciting
project please contact Wayne Hugli by e-mail at
whugli@hotmail.com or by phone at 693-2476
Congratulations to our Newsletter and Yearbook
Editor, Hermina Hubert, whose wonderful SHS
publications both placed first at the OHA
Convention Publications Competition in Barrie!
With her creativity and hard work, she turns
the raw material into attractive, appealing, and
informative reading material for our members.
- VP Linda

Convention in Barrie
Six delegates from our Society, as well as ten
others from our District attended the OHA
Convention in Barrie. We made an impressive
showing in our new pale-orange T-shirts as District
Director, Suzanne Hanna, invited the assembled to
Sudbury next year. We believe that our convention
will be very well-attended. And we will need you
on July 15, 16, and 17 ! Remember to plan your
summer around that date.

(Left: Carol Dunk,
Director of District 16,
passes the convention
flag to our director,
Suzanne Hanna.
(Photo courtesy of
Malcolm Geast)

Ask the
Master Gardeners
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-by Linda Hugli

Question: I am looking for an alternative to grass
for a few different areas of my property. What would
you suggest ?
Answer: Ground covers are one of my favourite
perennial groups. They are becoming increasingly
popular as gardeners are looking for alternatives to
the traditional lawn. Some of the best performers in
my garden include:
- Best True “Walk-upon” - any of the thymes.
Woolly Thyme and Red Thyme are wonderful
together and will grow in sun or partial shade.
- Most Drought-tolerant Groundcover - sedums.
They thrive in a hot sunny area. Select low growing
varieties such as sedum acre or Dragon's Blood.
- Best Blooming - lamium and creeping phlox
blooming pink, lavender, or white. Lamium leaves
will scorch in intense sun. Both begin to bloom in
spring, with lamium having a longer bloom period,
extending throughout the summer
- Best Under Trees - vinca minor (periwinkle).
Shiny evergreen leaves.
- Most Dense Groundcover - ajuga (bugleweed).
deep lavender blue spring blooms. Forms dense mat
of very attractive leaves. My favourites are
Burgundy Glow and Chocolate Chips. Good for sun
or shade.
- Best Evergreen Groundcover - pachysandra
(Japanese Spurge). It's evergreen (even in Zone 4),
forms a dense mat of shiny leaves, and once
established is weed free.
- Most Fragrant Groundcover - galia (Sweet
Woodruff). Usually considered a woodland herb
(with white flowers) but does well in partial sun too.
________________________________________

Tips for Women on "Lawn Care" The key to a nice-looking lawn is a
good mower. I recommend one who is
muscular and shirtless.

Sudbury Hospice Gardens
My name is Laurie Riach and I am the Team Leader for
our Gardens here at the Sudbury Hospice. Terry
Mackenzie is one of our great gardening volunteers and
she was kind enough to provide me with your contact
information. We are hoping that the Horticultural
Society and / or your Master Gardener colleagues would
be able to help us.
The Hospice is currently in need of volunteers to assist
with the maintenance and / or guidance of our gardens.
We currently have 2 large “Rock Gardens” that have
been established by volunteer community groups and
require weeding and maintenance. In the near future we
will be establishing several other gardens, both flower
and vegetable gardens, for the residents to enjoy.
We would truly appreciate any assistance you can
provide us in this endeavour, as the Hospice relies
mostly on volunteers and community assistance. I thank
you for your time and I look forward to hearing from
you.
Laurie Riach
Hospice Volunteer - Garden Coordinator

Riddle of the Month
“What Plant am I ?”
Last month’s clue:
Marco Polo wrote about me in China. My name
also means “a heated discussion”.
Answer: Rhubarb
Next clue:
I was used as a tea substitute after the Boston
Tea Party in 1773.
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Vendors & Crafters
Needed for
Spring Gardening Festival
and General Meeting
at CNIB, York Street

September 26
Guest Speaker: Sue Fleming
“Gardening on the Rocks”
Check the yearbook for the new and
exciting classes and bring entries between
10:30 and 12:00
at which time judging will begin.
Enjoy coffee, tea, and treats from 1:15.
Browse through the selection of
White Elephant items and Magazines.

May 27 & 28, 2011
Market Square
As part of our society's celebration of its 100th
anniversary we will be hosting a Gardening
Festival at Market Square next May. We hope
that this will provide local garden centres, crafters
and other vendors with an opportunity to sell their
products and make garden enthusiasts in
Northeastern Ontario more aware of their
products and services. Invitations have already
been sent out to a large number of potential
vendors but we are looking for other individuals,
organizations and businesses that might be
interested in a booth at the event.
If you would like to suggest potential exhibitors
please forward the name and contact information
to Wayne Hugli by email at whugli@hotmail.com
or by phone at (705) 693-2476. In particular we
are seeking local crafters who produce gardenrelated products such as willow furniture and
other garden ornaments that might not be
available for purchase in local stores.

Introducing the Guest Speaker
Sue did her initial formal training in Horticulture at Cambrian College with
instructors such as Paul Holla. She then continued on to earn a Landscape
Design Certificate from Guelph University. Her particular passion is doing
garden design work. She has a College Diploma in Humanities and a certificate
in Adult Education. Having spent over 10 years working in various garden
centres and greenhouses, including Cruickshank's and Holla's, Sue learned
about all kinds of plants from tropical ones to Carolinian trees. She continues
to deliver a range of courses and seminars as well as create individualized garden plans for homeowners. As a
lifelong learner, Sue continues to grow as a gardener and enjoys spending time in her own yard, as well as visiting
as many others as she can!
Volunteer Experience:
- member of SHS since 2006
- member of Oakville and Burlington Horticultural Societies, 1993-2005 (& served as Director and Secretary)
- Volunteered at Royal Botanical Garden, Burlington and Town of Oakville Greenhouses
- Served on Landscape Ontario's Certified Horticultural Technician Committee and assisted with the testing
from June, 2004 - June, 2006

SHS Bus Trip to Toronto Botanical Garden & Royal Botanical Gardens
Two main themes highlighted our overnight tour;
Gardens and Gastronomy. If you weren’t one of the 37
Sudbury Horticultural Society members who enjoyed
every moment of this weekend travel experience, do
consider signing up for any future Garden Bus Trip that
Linda and Wayne Hugli organize. No detail was
overlooked, from schedules, name tags, and water
bottles in ice-filled coolers, to IDs for anyone’s plant
purchases at Humber Nurseries.
Couples and individual members, some who had visited
the TBG and the RBG before, and others who were first
timers, either rested or chatted with one another as we
headed south. Vinnie Zucchini’s Italian Eatery at a Mall
in Vaughan Mills was our lunch stop which offered a
scrumptious Italian buffet. On your next trip down south,
consider dining there.
Now we were ready for our afternoon tour of Toronto
Botanical Gardens. According to its Visitors Guide, the
TBG’s “17 contemporary, themed, urban-sized gardens,
12 of which opened in 2006, span nearly four acres and
offer four seasons of inspiration. Each is filled with great
ideas you can adapt to your own backyard. Rain did not
deter us as umbrellas in hand, we explored the Teaching
Garden, Nature’s Garden, Carpet Beds, Perennial
Borders, President’s Choice Show Garden, Kitchen
Garden, Herb Garden, Spiral Mound, Beryl Ivey Knot
Garden, Terrace Garden, Arrival Courtyard, Garden Hall
Courtyard, Westview Terrace, Green Roof, Floral Hall
Courtyard, Entry Garden Walk and Demonstration
Courtyard. Some of us even got a little disoriented for a
time in the vast Edwards Gardens’ forest…

Back on our bus, we headed to Hamilton just in time for
our dinner stop at the Mandarin Chinese Buffet. This
was a popular restaurant and ensured that no
Horticultural Society member went to sleep hungry. Our
next stop was at Mohawk College Residence &

Conference Centre. With its two bedroom suites, we
were well accommodated.
Sunday morning we were on our way to the Royal
Botanical Gardens in Burlington where we spent half
the day. Linda Hugli arranged for the Executive Director
of the RBG to meet us and give us an overview of the
RBG, ‘Canada’s largest botanical garden featuring over
1,100 hectares (2,700 acres) of breathtaking gardens and
spectacular nature sanctuaries.’ Then we were on our
own to explore flowers and plants galore. I personally
would recommend that you horticulturists visit the RBG
in springtime if you want to view the world’s largest
lilac collection or the over 100,000 spring bulbs, the
250,000 iris blooms or the 3,000 exotic rose bushes at
their most spectacular.

After all the viewing, we were more than ready for our
next stop, Humber Nurseries, “Ontario’s largest
Garden Centre”. Even I caught the shopping bug and
purchased a new variety of Big Leaf Hydrangea,
‘Endless Summer’, a large blue bush and Aluminum
Sulphate soil additive to make sure it stays blue season
after season. I’ll also need to incorporate generous
amounts of peat moss and use acid-loving fertilizer (3010-10). Thanks to having our Sudbury Horticultural
Society Membership cards handy, we were entitled to a
30% discount and received coupons for future discounts.
As we headed north to Sudbury, new friendships were
formed and we got to know one another better due to our
common experience this special summer weekend.
Everyone was happy…We viewed gardens, ate well,
walked, relaxed, slept well, came home with new
gardening ideas, shopped, and had a memorable time
together. A very special Thank You to Linda and Wayne
Hugli. Who knew they were both fantastic travel
organizers and gourmands too, along with all their other
remarkable talents?
Jessie MacIsaac

It’s your Society!!

Become a Bigger Part of It!

In December, we will again be holding elections, seeking to elect a President, Vice President and new members
to the Board of Directors.
The Board:
l
Manages the Society’s finances. (This is a good place to learn about where your money goes.)
l
Organizes the Shows - by appointing Show Convenors and Committees
l
Approves the categories and classes of exhibits - for specimens, floral designs, photographs,
arts & crafts, and preserves
(IF YOU’VE BEEN WISHING FOR SOME CHANGES - THIS IS WHERE THE
DECISIONS ARE MADE A YEAR AHEAD.)
l
Chooses the topics and speakers for meetings
l
Finds judges for the Shows
l
Chooses where we go on the Garden and other tours.
SO... if you have good ideas - and you do - think about joining the Board - RUN FOR ELECTION !
The Time Commitment: The Board meets on the first Tuesday of each month for 2 hours.
We also attend most meetings to staff the tables (membership, 50-50, white elephant) and the kitchen.
To run for election - just complete the form below or bring it to the next meeting, or mail it to Claire.

I should like to be nominated to run for election to the Board of Directors of the Sudbury Horticultural Society
for the 2011-2013 term of Office. I am a paid-up member of the Society and reside in the City of Greater
Sudbury.
Name:

Phone:

Address: ____________________________________________Email: ______________________________
OR
I should like more information about how I can serve on a Sub-Committee of the Board
Public Relations & Communications _______ Show Committee ______ Program Committee _______
Publications
Tea Room____________
Juniors Programming _______Fund-raising Events
Name:

How to Grow Garlic
Part 3 - Jim
Harvest anytime from
August to September. Do
not wash the garlic (only
brush the dirt off). Dry in
the sun for one day and then
air dry for two weeks. Make
braids...if you have lots !
Store in a dry, cool place
but preferably not in the
refrigerator.

Phone

Do You Love to Bake ?

Seedy Sunday

I know that we are all very
thankful to those members who
have been bringing home-made
treats to our meetings.
There are three more general
meetings & shows this year.
Please consider bringing a few
cookies or squares to one of
these..especially the Christmas
Show when you can actually
enter them.

Now is the time to begin
saving your seeds to exchange
at “Seedy Sunday” held at the
Market Square in February
and also at our February
General Meeting. Check out
this web site: www.seeds.ca/
to learn more about this
annual event, about the
importance of saving heirloom
seeds, and how to save them.

The Curse of the Giant Hogweed
Unless you have paid absolutely no attention to Sudbury’s local
media coverage this summer, you likely already know something
about the Giant Hogweed, an unwelcome guest which has begun to
make itself quite comfortable in and around the Greater Sudbury
area. This short-lived perennial seems to be particularly at home
along our creeks and roadsides, and in our wetlands.
The Giant Hogweed originated in Eurasia, and some hundred years
ago was first introduced to North America by unsuspecting
gardening enthusiasts who thought this monstrous, attractive
member of the carrot family would make a showy specimen plant in
their gardens. During the first year of its life, it could easily be
overlooked – just a low rosette of large deeply toothed compound
leaves. It is only during its second or third year that it bolts, sporting
flower umbels that make the plant resemble a Queen Anne’s Lace on
steroids! The plant is distinguished by a stout, dark reddish-purple
stem and spotted leaf stalks that are hollow and produce sturdy
bristles. Heracleum mantegazzianum has been known to attain a
height of four metres in one growing season. At that point its life is
over, but not before it has produced thousands of seeds – seeds
which are spread by wind, water, and a variety of fauna, and can
remain dormant yet viable for ten years or more. Can you say
‘noxious weed’? Can you say ‘invasive alien’?
The most worrisome feature of the Giant Hogweed is its watery sap
which is released when the hollow stems are broken. The sap
contains a chemical compound which causes phytophotodermatitis
in susceptible people, causing their skin to become super-sensitive to
the sun’s ultraviolet rays. Initially the skin colours red and starts itching - then blisters form within 48 hours. The resulting
purplish scars can persist for several years. In addition, the presence of tiny amounts of sap in the eyes can lead to
temporary or even permanent blindness. Nasty!
Protective clothing, including eye protection, should be worn when digging up the
Giant Hogweed’s huge taproot. The spring is the best time for this task. If skin is
exposed, the affected area should be washed thoroughly with soap and water and the
exposed skin protected from the sun for several days.
In the 70s, the British band, Genesis, wrote and recorded the song ‘The Return of the
Giant
Hogweed’.
Watch
their
video
on
Youtube
…
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDwyBWjfFaM. In 1985, Canadian mystery
writer Charlotte MacLeod wrote the novel (pictured) ‘The Curse of the Giant
Hogweed’. When my friend Lily read it several years ago, she assumed the title
character was fictitious. Lily now concludes that indeed truth is often stranger than
fiction.
If you know of a sighting and wish to report it, the Ontario Ministry of Natural
Resources is mapping Giant Hogweed populations. You can report on line at
http://www.comap.ca/its/ .
Visit http://www.invadingspecies.com/Invaders.cfm?A=Page&PID=31 for advice
concerning the removal of Giant Hogweed.

Linda Hugli

