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Seeds of Diversity February 2015
e-bulletin
Our Society has purchased a membership in Seeds of
Diversity. As members we can receive a newsletter - bulletin
by email. Here is a link to the page on the Seeds of Diversity
website where interested gardeners can sign up for the
e-bulletins... http://seeds.ca/ebulletin Past issues of the
bulletins can be found here as well.
Details about our adoption of the Bear Claw Tomato last
year are available on their website at www.seeds.ca/sl We
invite you to visit as we add another adopted variety next
month to their growing Seed Library. The winner to be
announced in the next issue of Gardening on the Rocks.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
A Garden Comedy
This play “Girls of the Garden Club” is directed by Mary
Anne Fraser and features one of our members, Laura
Foreshew. At College Boreal Concert Theatre, April 18, 20,
24, 25 (8:00 pm) April 19 and 26 (2:00 pm matinee)
www.lighthouseSudbury.com Call (705) 674-3778 for
information. For tickets $25. - Jett Landry Music,
Barrydowne Paints or at the door.

A Huge Thank You!
Our Seedy Sunday event was bigger and better
attended than last year, thanks to the dedicated
organizing committee and a great group of
volunteers. We are very happy that Sudburians
were given the opportunity to get some heritage,
organic, and open-pollinated seeds to plant in their
gardens this summer. Good seeds, good food, good
health...sounds like a good theme for next year !
We especially appreciate the time, given freely, by
our four expert guest speakers. Sharon Crook,
Aabir Dey, Andy Fyon, and Ron Lewis. These
presentations are always one of the highlights of the
event.
I have named all the volunteers in alphabetical
order (there is no order of importance, because
every one of them played an important role). Thank
you so much! I just hope I did not forget anyone:
Teresa Axthelm
Cynthia Barnes
Cathy Carr
Diane Chapman
Tammy Cheguis
Theresa Cullum
Andrée Daoust Messier
Ed Decker
Uta Decker
Connie Dubois
Aline Dupont
Barb Ecker
Tamara Gagnon
Jessie Galba
Alice Haasdyk
Linda Hachez
Hermina Hubert

Linda Hugli
Wayne Hugli
Tanya Knodel
Barbara Knuff
Hugh Kruzel
Cassidy McAuliffe
Stuart McCall
Cathy Miller
Kelsey Nicholls
Pat O’Grady
Doreen Ojala
Jordan Plummer
Lisa Robinson
Fionna Tough
Sue Turgeon
Shelby Woolnough
Camilla Yahnke
Colleen Zilio

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

General Meeting
March 29 at CNIB
with Guest Speaker: Linda Hachez
“Creating a Rain Garden”
Doors open at 1:15 pm
You are in for several treats in March. Besides the Easter
treats, this month’s theme is Nostalgia ...remembering
the crafts done decades ago, or created by our mothers.
If you have any such vintage items to share, please bring
them before the meeting on Sunday... at 12:30.

Another treat is our speaker, Linda Hachez.
Linda is a Sudbury Master Gardener and a member of
the Sudbury Horticultural Society since 2012.

Dates to Remember !
March 28 - Advisory Council
Meeting in Blind River

March 29 - General Meeting at CNIB
April 5 - Easter Sunday

April 7 - Board Meeting at Red Oak
Villa, 7:00 pm

April 22 - Earth Day
April 26 - General Meeting at CNIB
- Pot Luck Dinner

May 2 - District 13 AGM at Parkside
“In January 2013,
Coalition for a
Liveable Sudbury
r e q u e s t e d
volunteers from
both SMG & SHS to
assist with their
rain garden project,
to take place at
Adamsdale Public
School in June
2013. Georgette
Mitchell (SHS) and I
volunte e red to
assist with the
project. As a
goodwill gesture to
the school, I ran a
m i n i garden i n g
course (planting
tomatoes) for the Grade 2 class at Adamsdale. That
class is ongoing, and has expanded exponentially.
As part of the same initiative, I attended a seminar on
Rain Gardens at the Living With Lakes Centre, in March
2014.
The presentation is a description of the ‘what and why of
rain gardens’, and how they help to keep our lakes clean
and healthy, and free of contaminates, which contribute
to poor water quality and problems such as blue-green
algae blooms. Rain gardens also provide other benefits,
including reducing the risk of flooding. The bonus is that
they look good!”

May 30 - Gardening Festival at the
Parkside Centre

Southview Greenhouse Growers
BEDDING PLANTS - GERANIUMS - PERENNIALS
TREES - SHRUBS - FALL MUMS

Joe Reid
2500 Southview Drive
Sudbury, ON. P3E 4M9

Tel: (705) 522-4769
Fax: (705) 522-0205

Happiness lies in the joy of achievement
and the thrill of creative effort.
Franklin D. Roosevelt

Sudbury
Master
Gardeners
Answering all your gardening questions !
www.SudburyMasterGardeners.ca

Gardening Book Review
- by Diane Chapman Hodgins

AZILDA GREENHOUSES IS ON THE
ROUTE!!!

Canada’s Garden Tour
Canada's Garden Route catalogue features most of
the gardening activities happening all over Canada
throughout the 2015 season.

At the Greenhouses
Do you have a plant list in mind
that you're scared you will not find ?
Send Azilda a request
and we will gladly do the rest.

Bobo Hydrangea

Gordon Biggs

Stella Supreme

Hansa

We are now taking orders for Spring 2015 Nursery
and Perennial Stock!
Email us at: azildagreenhouses@gmail.com

'Grow All You Can Eat in 3 Square Feet' is one of the
new books purchased by our society for the Sudbury Public
Library.
If you grow vegetables, and
like to experiment with
different techniques for
growing vegetables, this is a
book you should check out
of the library soon. It is very
aptly named, and deals with
the subject of growing
vegetables in a small space.
It's all about what the
authors call the 'Three
Golden Rules' - getting to
know your plot, deciding
what you want to grow, and maximizing your harvest.
In the book review from the February newsletter, I
mentioned that the book 'Garden Up!' showed great
examples of how you could grow vegetables in smaller
spaces, but didn't go into a lot of detailed instruction on the
construction of various ideas. 'Grow All You Can Eat' has
step-by-step instructions for bringing many interesting and
attractive ideas to your garden.
In the book we see projects such as 'growing gutters' (a
way to grow light-weight crops in plastic rain gutters
attached to walls), a Do-it-Yourself window box (a rustic
looking box complete with copper tape to keep the slugs
away) and a 'squash trellis' (a way to train squash to grow
vertically in a metal box).
The book gives good descriptions on how to make these
projects, including lists of materials, tools required and
photographs.
In addition to some really practical looking projects for
growing vegetables in spaces other than right in the ground,
are some more whimsical looking projects. A couple of
these include using a grouping of bicycle wheels as trellises
and one that I would love to see in my own garden:
making shelves using old ladders.
There is a section of the book that gives information on a
variety of vegetables with light and soil needs, but also a
'small space rating' to help the reader decide what to plant
to take the most advantage of small spaces. There are also
suggestions of using the same space for different crops,
depending on the time of year.
The book is easy to read, has colourful pages full of
information boxes, tidbits of useful information and
beautiful photographs.

OHA Photo Competition
Google www.gardenontario.org for the spring issue
of the Trillium, the OHA newsletter. There you will
find details about the upcoming OHA Convention
in Ancaster (July 3 to 5).
Photographers, the deadline for submitting your
photos for competition is May 1...check the website
for classes and rules of entering.
Other competitions include creative writing, art,
and floral design. Consider entering some of these
areas.
The Society will be entering the ‘publications’
classes. Hermina will submit the 2015 yearbook,
two of our newsletters, and the Society brochure.

“Flowers and Fashion”

Snippy Tips I and II
The garden Club of Toronto has compiled little
booklets avaiable through Royal Botanical Gardens of
Burlington/Hamilton. They are entitled Snippy Tips I Care of Cut Flowers and Plant Material, and Snippy
Tips II - Drying and Preserving Plant Material. They
cost $7. and can be ordered by calling 1-416-447-5218
Snippy Tips I covers the methods of conditioning
flowers, foliage, branches, and vine cuttings. They are
all listed with both common and botanical names.
Book II explains air drying, silica gel (sand) drying,
microwave drying, and preserving using glycerine
(available at pharmacies). Preserving using glycerine is
one of my favourite methods. The result is very pliable
and supple foliage which remains lovely forever. This is
a great way to preserve peony leaves.
Theresa Cullum

To celebrate Elliot Lake’s 60th Anniversary, the
Elliot Lake Horticultural Society and St. Joseph’s
General Hospital Auxiliary present a Flower Show
plus Past & Present Fashions. (serving punch and
sweets)

Sunday, May 24, 2015 at 2:00 pm
White Mountain Bldg., 99 Spine Rd., Elliot Lake
$10. per person (only 100 tickets printed)
Contact Margaret at maggiev@vianet.ca

Neonicotinoids and Bees ... Buyer Beware
Most of us concerned about the plight of bees are now conscientiously choosing plants for our gardens that are
good for bees. What we may not be aware of is that the very plants we are purchasing to help bees may have
been treated with the same pesticides that have been killing or sickening bees worldwide – neonicotinoids.
Neonicotinoids or neonics are a group of systemic pesticides that are used on crops to control insects. When
they are used as a seed coating or a drench, the insecticide enters the system of the plant and can be found in
all parts of the plant – leaves, stem, flowers, and fruit. Insects feeding on any part of treated plants are
affected. The neonicotinoids widely used to prevent insect damage on crops have been recognized as
dangerous to bees. Although bees are not the targets, they are attracted to the flowers of crops that have been
treated. The bees ingest the neonics through nectar and take the pollen of the treated plants back to their hives
to feed their young. Large doses of the pesticide will kill bees outright, but even very small doses of neonics
can cause bees to become disoriented, to experience memory loss, or to lose their foraging ability. Honey
bees are often unable to find their way back to the hive.
Those very same neonics that harm bees on crop plants may be present in the ornamental plants we purchase
at nurseries and big box stores. Studies of plant material from a variety of retail sources have revealed the
presence of neonics in plants offered for sale. Some growers use the pesticides on their ornamental stock as
a control for insects just as farmers do on crops. And we puechase those plants for our bee gardens.To reduce
the danger to bees, many countries have banned the use of neonicotinoids, but there is no legislation banning
the use of neonics on garden plants in Canada or the USA. The nurseries and plant producers, the sources of
our plants, are free to use neonics on the plants they produce. Of course, we wouldn’t choose plants for our
bee gardens that contained harmful pesticides, but there is no way of knowing whether the plants we purchase
have been treated with neonics or not.
Here’s where you and I come into the picture. The Ontario Horticultural Association has acted. OHA has
written a letter to the main large box stores asking them to choose plants for sale that have not been treated
with neonics and to label plants that have been treated. You and I can act, too. We can ask our plant sources
whether neonics have been used on the plants, and we can choose not to buy plants that have been treated
with neonics. We can regulate the use of neonics with our purchasing decisions. Buy only bee-friendly plants
this spring.
Home Depot is now requiring that plants treated with the pesticide must bear labels.
http://www.greenhousemag.com/gm0215-neonicotinoids-tags-home-depot-plants.aspx
Here are some sites you may want to visit for more information:
http://www.wired.com/2014/06/garden-center-neonicotinoids/
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/comm/docs/Krischik-UofMN-PowerPoint.pdf
http://www.thecourier.co.uk/business/farming/scottish-study-claims-to-prove-pesticides-are-harming-bees1.822577
http://www.xerces.org/neonicotinoids-and-bees/
http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2013/05/07/neonicotinoids-affect-bees.aspx
http://www.planetexperts.com/study-confirms-neonicotinoid-insecticides-impair-beebrains/#
sthash.00JDwuH9.dpuf
Carol Dunk
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Last month, we showcased some of our members
who dabble in paint and pastel: Diane Coggins,
Theresa Cullum, Barb Ecker, Laurs Foreshew,
Hermina Hubert, and Linda Hugli.
Thanks for brightening up the hall on a chilly
day.
For the March meeting, bring something ‘old’ ‘retro’
possibly created by your mom or grandmother, etc.

